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complete the evolution of the board of estimate into a small council, 
elected on a general ticket and with no minority representation. 

Mr. Coler believes in the extension of municipal functions, at 
least on the lines already begun in New York ; and advocates that 
debts incurred for such self-supporting enterprises as docks, water 
supply and underground railways should not be included within the 
constitutional debt limit He presents arguments in favor of tunnels, 
rather than bridges, to connect Brooklyn with Manhattan. 

The book does not pretend to be a scientific or literary treatise, 
and it might be criticised from either point of view. But it presents 
some tangible questions of importance concerning the betterment of 
municipal conditions in New York with a brevity that will commend 
the work to those most concerned — the busy citizens of New York ; 
and at the same time it contains data of value to the student of 
municipal government j OHN A FAmLIE . 

University of Michigan. 

Wdrterbuch des Englischen Rechts. Von Dr. Karl Wertheim. 
Berlin, Puttkammer & Miihlbrecht, 1899. 

Mr. Wertheim's book is one of the latest contributions to German 
literature on English law. The work is much in the nature of our 
own law dictionaries : that is, in addition to defining legal terms, it 
gives brief expositions of rules and principles — half dictionary, half 
encyclopaedia. An examination of a number of the more prominent 
articles shows a remarkable accuracy of information and grasp of 
principles. The book appears to give the substance of all the 
important modern English statutes touching administrative and 
private law and procedure, and the facts and decisions of a large 
number of leading cases are summarized. An English reader may 
regret the absence of the names of the cases referred to, but most of 
them are easily recognized. The treatment of the articles dealing 
with real estate and conveyancing is especially to be commended ; 
the author shows the effect of the old rules and their statutory 
reforms, without attempting the hopeless task of explaining in detail 
all the intricate technicalities and fictions by which these rules were 
produced. It is hardly to be wondered at that some of the most 
cherished doctrines of the common law should not meet with unquali- 
fied approval or hearty appreciation. It would probably be a futile 
task to attempt to convince a civilian of the necessity or the wisdom 
of the requirement of a consideration for the validity of a contract. 
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The criticism directed against some of the surviving " barbarities " 
of the common law is well deserved, as in the matter of the crude 
provisions regarding homicide. 

On the whole, the work seems well adapted to the purpose for 
which it is intended — to give to German lawyers and scholars a 
ready means of informing themselves as to the meaning of English 
legal terms and the main principles of English law. Even American 
readers may find the book useful, as a guide to English statutory 
legislation brought down to date. Ernst Freund# 

University of Chicago. 

U Etat ftdtratif : legislation cotnparte et sociologie. Par Raoul 
de la Grasserie. Paris, A. Fontemoing, 1897. — 248 pp. 

According to M. Grasserie, states may be grouped into three 
classes — unitary, federal and isolated. The author assigns himself 
the comprehensive task of determining (1) the natural basis, from 
the sociological point of view, of the three political types ; (2) the 
rdles they have played in history ; (3) their respective merits and de- 
merits. In conformity with this triplicity of aim, the work is divided 
into three parts, designated respectively as theoretical, experimental 
and practical. The theoretical part is devoted to the exploitation of 
an alleged analogy between the phenomena of affinity, condensation 
and rarefaction as observable in the physical world and union, cen- 
tralization and disruption as seen in political and social life. Back 
of these physical phenomena lies heat as the energizing agent. 
Corresponding to this in society is social and political unrest. As 
between nations, this unrest takes the form of war. Peace is the 
absence of motion ; and so on for fifty pages. The second part is 
taken up with the briefest sort of a description of the various feder- 
ations of the world. In the third part, which is devoted to a state- 
ment of results, the chief emphasis is laid upon the fact that because 
of its very bulk and multiplicity of duties a unitary state of any 
considerable size, such as France or Russia, is a "social mon- 
strosity." In a series of fifteen appendices the possibility is con- 
sidered of transforming the present communes and departments of 
France into true federal units. The reviewer cannot say what value 
the work of M. Grasserie may have to his own countrymen, but to 
Americans its possible use is very nearly nil. 

Westel Woodbury Willoughbv. 
Johns Hopkins University. 



